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1) Subcommittee Activities and Status

a) IEEE 1198: Mode Nomenclature of Dielectric Resonators and Waveguides
No report. Since 1994, K. A. Zaki has been listed as the Chair of this activity.
During my service on the Standards Coordinating Committee (since January 1996), I not
been able to obtain any status reports on it. In June 1995, IEEE granted an extension of the
PAR until June, 1997. I expect to soon receive a note from IEEE either deleting the project or
warning of its imminent withdrawal.

b) IEEE 1443: Microwave Network Parameters
No major activities.

2) Liaison Reports

a) SCC28: Non-Ionizing Radiation
John Osepchuk provided a update (attached).

John notes that “The controversy over a cancer link below 3 kHz (the power-line
controversy) is being ‘closed out’ by the media but activists who promote Electrophobia are
shifting attention to ‘microwaves,’ particularly wireless systems - cellular, PCS etc.”

SCC28 is currently working with IEEE to organize a fundraising effort. If they decide to
solicit the IEEE societies, MTT-S would be a likely candidate.

b) SCC34: Electromagnetic Energy Product Performance Safety
Clark Bell provided this committee’s Annual Report (attached).

c) 1130-1988: Revision of IEEE Standard 1130-1988: Standard Definitions of Physical
Quantities for Fundamental Frequency and Time Metrology
Fred Labaar reported that the draft standard is acceptable.

3) Coordination Acknowledgments

a) Revised Recirculation of IEEE Project 1128/D12: Recommended Practice for RF Absorber
Performance Evaluation in the Range 30 MHz to 5 GHz

b) Second Recirculation of IEEE Project 1404/D3: Guide for Microwave Communication
System Development: Design, Procurement, Construction, Maintenance and Operations
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Liaison Report to MTT-S from IEEE SCC28
September 1997

An Annual Report for SCC28 has been submitted to the  IEEE Standards Board.
Highlights for the past year include:

(a) Reaffirmation of existing standards: C95.1 and C95.3.
(b) Balloting on revisions of C95.2 (Warning Symbol) and C95.3 (Measurements)
(c) Development of draft standard on safe distances from RF transmitters for use of

EEDs.
(d) Scientific reports on revision of C95.1 at low and high frequencies.
(e) Successful Workshop on Interface of Laser and Microwave Standards; new liaison

committee.
(f) Successful Short Course on C95.1

SCC28 membership has grown to over 80 with liaison with many groups and a
significant non-U.S. Participation. An Executive Committee of 7 meets about 6 times a year to
manage the diverse tasks of standards development, liaison, interpretations, due process etc.
Fundraising is an immediate challenge.

Attempts over the last three years to adopt the IRPA/INIRC guidelines for 50/60 Hz as
an IEEE Guide have failed. We now believe the SCC28 community is prepared to develop its
own IEEE Standard for frequencies below 3 kHz to match the very successful C95.1 Standard
above 3 kHz.

The controversy over a cancer link below 3 kHz (the power-line controversy) is being
“closed out” by the media but activists who promote Electrophobia are shifting attention to
“microwaves,” particularly wireless systems - cellular, PCS etc.

Future developments are foreseen in:

(a) New product standards from IEEE SCC34, cosponsored by the IEEE and the EEA
(Electromagnetic Energy Association).

(b) New policy trends to separate environmental limits  from safe exposure limits.
(c) A proposed Workshop to create a full airing and record of the concept of “athermal

effects” and the scientific view from all scientific and technical groups on this subject.

John M. Osepchuk
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